
 

 

About the Alliance 
 

The American Alliance of Museums is the one organization representing all museums, including art museums, 
history museums, science museums, military and maritime museums, youth museums, aquariums, zoos, 
botanical gardens, arboretums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and science and technology centers. Our 
members include directors, curators, registrars, educators, exhibit designers, public relations officers, 
development officers, security managers, trustees, volunteers, and business owners who work in support of 
museums. The Alliance stands for the broad scope of the museum community, highlighting museums’ roles as 
critical educational institutions and economic engines. 
 

Nurturing Excellence 
 

ACCREDITATION 
The Alliance serves as the U.S. accrediting body for 
museums. As the museum field’s mark of distinction, 
accreditation offers high-profile, peer-based validation of 
a museum’s operations and impact. 
 

CORE DOCUMENTS VERIFICATION 
Through this program, the Alliance evaluates a 
museum’s five core policy documents (mission 
statement, institutional code of ethics, strategic 
institutional plan, disaster preparedness/emergency 
response plan and collections management policy) 
against a set of required elements. 
 

MUSEUM ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Supported through a cooperative agreement between the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services and the 
Alliance, the Museum Assessment Program (MAP) 
provides technical assistance to all types of museums to 
improve operations through self-study and a consultative 
site visit from a peer. Since 1981, this popular program 
has served more than 4,600 museums. 
 

PEER REVIEW 
The Alliance’s volunteer peer review program is the 
lifeblood of accreditation and the Museum Assessment 
Program (MAP). Each year, hundreds of museum 
professionals conduct site visits to the participating 
institutions, lending their experience and expertise while 
enriching their own. 

 

Championing Museums 
 

ADVOCACY 
Join the Alliance’s year-round advocacy initiatives and 
help advance the cause of museums. The Alliance 
provides the tools and information you need to make the 
case for museums at the national, state, and local level. 
 

MUSEUMS ADVOCACY DAY 
Working with our partners at the national, regional, and 
state level, this unique annual event brings together 
museum professionals, trustees, students, and 
supporters for hands-on advocacy training and visits to 
Capitol Hill. 
 

“INVITE CONGRESS TO VISIT YOUR MUSEUM” 
WEEK 
Show your elected officials what museums are and  
do in the community. The Alliance provides the tools  
and templates to invite your elected officials to visit  
your museum.  
 

CENTER FOR THE FUTURE OF MUSEUMS   
An Alliance initiative, the Center for the Future of 
Museums (CFM) identifies trends and critical issues 
facing museums and society. CFM produces a weekly 
Dispatches from the Future newsletter and TrendsWatch, 
an annual forecasting report. On a selective basis, CFM 
staff are also available to provide workshops and training 
on strategic foresight and emerging issues, as speakers 
for public lectures or conferences, and as advisors on 
museum planning initiatives. 
 

 



 

 

 
Resources 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The Alliance provides a robust calendar of face-to-face 
and online opportunities designed to help museum 
colleagues build professional skills, manage their 
careers, foster communities of practice, share expertise, 
and contribute to common standards and best practices. 
 

PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS 
Individual Professional members of the Alliance have 
access to nearly two dozen professional networks based 
on job responsibilities and areas of interest. 
 

RESOURCE LIBRARY 
The Alliance is proud to maintain an online library of over 
2,000 guidelines, articles, and fact sheets for our 
members on all aspects of museum operations. 
 

INFORMATION CENTER 
The Alliance also provides our Tier 3 members 
customized reference services and sample documents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MUSEUM JUNCTION 
Join our free online community to connect with peers, 
pose questions, and share your expertise with 
colleagues. 
 

AAM BOOKSTORE 
The AAM Bookstore offers the best and most 
comprehensive professional literature in print and eBook 
formats, making it the go-to source for all titles critical to 
the work of museums—from accessibility, 
interpretation/education, and audience research to 
technology, mission/institutional planning, collections 
stewardship, financial sustainability, and more. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING & MUSEUMEXPO 
The AAM Annual Meeting & MuseumExpo brings 
together 5,000 museum professionals from around the 
world, and is the museum field’s premier professional 
development opportunity. The annual meeting 
showcases the latest in technology, exhibit design, 
lighting, security, and countless other innovations critical 
to the museum field. More than 250 exhibitors display 
and demonstrate cost- and time-saving solutions and 
cutting-edge technologies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Learn more about the Alliance on our website at 
aam-us.org or follow us on social media: 

• facebook.com/americanmuseums   
• twitter.com/aamers  
• instagram.com/aamersofficial/  
• linkedin.com/groups/American-Alliance-Museums-

2965314 
 


